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against the other commissioners who took the German view; it
was thus impossible for them to make a unanimous report. In
Poland Korfanty was acclaimed, naturally enough, as a national
hero, and he and his partisans retained their ground for some
time. It was August before the Supreme Council tackled the
question again.
THE VILNA QUESTION
Another question which deeply interested Poland had meanwhile
reached another stage. On March 3, 1921, the Council of the
League of Nations passed a resolution requesting Poland and
Lithuania to enter on direct negotiations with a view to solving
the question of Vilna, and accordingly a Polish-Lithuanian
Conference was held. Its president was Hymans; the Polish
Delegation was headed by Professor Askenazy, a distinguished
Pole of Jewish origin, and a well-known author. Galvanauskas,
Foreign Minister of Lithuania, headed the Lithuanian Delegation.
The conference opened at Brussels on April 20,1921. On May 10
Hymans delivered to the two delegations a sketch of an agreement
by which Lithuania would be organized into two autonomous
cantons, Kovno and Vilna, with the city of Vilna as their capital, to
be united with Poland by a political, military and economic treaty.
Hymans explained he was inspired by the hope of establishing
between the two countries very close ties—"to create between
them a kind of general entente, though respecting at the same
time their sovereignty to the fullest extent. While these ties will
not go so far as a federation, they will approach it. When this has
been achieved," he continued, "we could solve the problem of
Vilna by giving it to Lithuania, but establishing a regime in which
the rights of the whole Polish population would be respected and
the future of Polish culture fully assured." The Brussels
Conference closed early in June, with the acceptance in principle
by Poland of the Hymans project and its non-acceptance by
Lithuania. On June 28 the Council of the League approved the
Hymans scheme, and recommended Poland and Lithuania to
take it as a basis for further discussion. As before, Zeligowski
held possession of Vilna.

